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The prestige of appearing in the major journals has led the Chinese Academy of Sciences
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to pay successful authors the equivalent of $30,000 (£18,000). Some researchers made half

of their income through such "bribes”, Schekman said in an interview.,
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The Rho Guanine Nucleotide Exchange Factor Syx Regulates the Balance of Dia and
ROCK Activities To Promote Polarized-Cancer-Cell Migration

Justus C. Dachsel, Siu P. Ngok, Laura J. Lewis-Tuffin, Antonis Kourtidis, Rory Geyer, Lauren
Johnston, Ryan Feathers and Panos Z. Anastasiadis

The role of RhoA in promoting directed cell migration has been complicated by studies
showing that it is activated both in the front and the rear of migrating cells. We report here
that the RhoA-specific guanine nucleotide exchange factor Syx is required for the polarity of
actively migrating brain and breast tumor cells. This function of Syx is mediated by the
selective activation of the RhoA downstream effector Dial, the subsequent reorganization
of microtubules, and the downregulation of focal adhesions and actin stress fibers. The data
argue that directed cell migration requires the precise spatiotemporal regulation of Dial and
ROCK activities in the cell. The recruitment of Syx to the cell membrane and the subsequent
selective activation of Dial signaling, coupled with the suppression of ROCK and activation
of cofilin-mediated actin reorganization, plays a key role in establishing cell polarity during

directed cell migration.
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Why today's parents are pushy

From: Theguardian, Editors Pick  Author: Alice Fisher

Paper work: Alice Fisher with Robin at home. Photograph: Suki Dhanda for the Observer

My daughter Robin is 28 months old and her favourite question is: "Mummy, what are you

doing?" She repeats it with a frequency that gets to me if I'm tired.

Like most parents of young children I'm doing a lot. I'm holding down a full-time job and
feeling insecure about my performance because I'm knackered all the time. I have to shoot
out the door bang on 5pm every day on the nursery run whether I've finished my work or
not. I'm worrying about the money I pay for childcare from a salary that isn't rising in line
with inflation. I'm also worrying about whether I should be working at all. Is it emotionally

bad for her, for me?

Obviously I'm also doing amazing, ridiculous things. I am singing for so long to make a car

journey pass that I lose my voice. I'm looking for a poo that has dematerialised during a
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surreptitious nappy change while we're on a tour of a cave that's part of a World Heritage
site. I am seeing snow for the first time. I am being kissed with a ferocity that has not yet
been muted by embarrassment. But mostly, Robin, what am I doing? The truth is I'm not

really sure.

It's an odd time to be a new parent. Families seem inescapable at the moment, whether you
have one or not. We hog the political agenda with debate about parental leave and benefits.
We clog up magazine lifestyle pages with our post-baby figures and our Aden + Anais
swaddle wraps, with our toddlers whose clothes cost more than ours. We ruin your weekend
brunch with our howls and our scattered raisins and the buggy bumping your table, spilling

your flat white.

Part of this is unavoidable: there are more of us. In 2011-12, more babies were born in the
UK than in any other year since 1972. There were 813,200 births, according to the Office of
National Statistics. It was the most bountiful year of a decade of ever-increasing fecundity.
Since 2001 the birth rate has risen — we're in a baby boom which will have major

repercussions on healthcare, housing and education.

There aren't enough midwives: more than half of birthing units do not meet staffing
guidelines and 28% have had to turn expectant mothers away because of a lack of space or
staff in the past year. By 2015 we'll need 450,000 more school places. And as demand grows
for places, in the private sector nursery fees are growing faster than a landfill mountain of

nappies. Full-time care costs are close to £200 a week, a rise of 30% in just three years.
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Meanwhile, more mothers work now than a decade ago: 29% of households had two full-

time earners in 2011 and those who work part-time work more hours.

There is a lot of pressure on a finite pool of resources. There's not enough money or stirrups
or school desks or professionals who know what they're doing: if parents now seem pushier

maybe it's because they feel pushed.

That is the overwhelming reputation of the modern parent — pushy. And let's be honest,
when we say parent we still really mean mother, with all the exasperatingly traditional, sexist
connotations that word now holds. We are tiger moms, we are slummy mummies. If we want
to lean in like Facebook CEO Sheryl Sandberg we are deluded. If we stay at home we're
making a "lifestyle choice". We are breastfeeding, co-sleeping fanatics like Time cover-star
Jamie Lynne Grumet. We are Lily Allen with her "baggy pussy". We are the Duchess of
Cambridge. We are Gwyneth bloody Paltrow. Mumsnet isn't just a website but shorthand for
a particular type of over-bearing parent. Though there are sound economic reasons for

parents to be a national focus, disliking or judging them has become a national pastime.

"It's ironic," says Justine Roberts, CEO and co-founder of Mumsnet, "because the underlying
common philosophy seems to be much more laissez-faire than tiger mum. It's true that
Mumsnet users are opinionated, and when they see things that they want to change, we try
to use our collective muscle to help achieve those changes. I think there is a strand of
thought out there which brands opinionated women as pushy or shouty."

(The rest of this article can be found on Theguardian official website)
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